Louis Theodore Kurtis
June 17, 1928 - July 27, 2021

Dr. Louis Kurtis, age 93, passed peacefully at Besser Senior Living Community of Alpena,
Michigan, on July 27, 2021. He was born on June 17, 1928, in Hamtramck, Michigan, to
Louis A. and Mary (Zwolinski) Kurtis.
Lou’s academic career took him from Cass High to Michigan Tech (Sault Branch) and then
University of Detroit and U of D Dental School. Shortly after graduation he was called to
serve in Germany. Some Dental work, a bit of soldiering, and plenty of flying, hunting, and
skiing.
He returned to Dearborn Heights, Michigan, and met Catherine Greenwood. They dated
for many years until he finally proposed in 1965, they were married in ‘66 and had their
son, David a year after. They moved to Chippewa County is 1972 and Lou started a
Dental Practice in Sault Ste Marie. He planted a few acres a couple miles outside town.
Never an underachiever, Louis endeavored to accumulate property in Barbeau, Goetzville,
and Detour Village.
Lou was involved in many “hobbies” such as farming (Cattle and horses), aquaculture,
tree farming, and wind power. He was an avid hunter and fisherman. He was involved in
QDMA, food plots, and the building of ponds and Lakes. He would often say, “What kind of
man would I be if I didn’t leave the World better than I found it?”
Lou loved Dentistry, seeing a patient leave more confident and comfortable than they
arrived. He almost certainly enjoyed the captive audience as well. He was proud of his
staff and that they were as close as family. “Doc” retired in 1992 and moved to the
Goetzville, Michigan area. He had land adjacent to his grandparent’s family farm. Again,
he worked to transform the land into a wildlife paradise. When in public, he worked the
crowd like a seasoned politician. There was never a stranger, but a friend he hadn’t yet
met. All were welcome and most stayed for a meal.
The last decade was marked by a battle with Parkinson’s. Like everything else in his life,
he studied and researched. He never let it define him, it was just another fallen tree along

his path. Lou marched to a different drummer; he always chose the path less travelled and
was a very good man.
Louis was often dismayed his son David did not chose teaching as a career (Summers off
to work for dad) but was most pleased when he married Chantelle and joined her business
(Northwest Fudge Factory). Doc’s careers now included “official taste-tester.”
Lou was very proud of his grandchildren, Ella (12) and Austin (7), and often remarked that
his grandchildren were ‘the best’. His only regret was that he didn’t have more time to
watch them grow up.
The last year has been hard on all, but he and Catherine have been well cared for and
much loved at Besser Senior Living Community.
Doctor Louis Theodore Kurtis, Captain, US Army Retired left his mark on many of us. He
changed the world he lived in. He will be missed, but more important; he will be
remembered.
A Memorial Mass will be announced at a later date

Comments

“

Catherine, David and family. So sorry to hear of Lou passing, but we knew it would
be here someday. We remember all the times we had spent with him and Catherine
over at their home on North Caribou Lake Road. One of my best remembered ones
is when me, my mother in law and Catherine were in the great room enjoying a visit
and a cup of hot tea..... When all of a sudden.... BOOM... Lou shot a cormorant out in
front in the big pond. He was down stairs under the front deck. The house shook.
Catherine hollered at him. My mother in law about jumped off the couch. He was
pleased as could be that he got that nasty bird. He can't get in trouble with the law
about it now. MIss you, Lou!

Jill & Larry Lucy - August 18, 2021 at 11:47 AM

“

Catherine and David, We are sorry for your loss. Doc, God's speed, that is what you
always said to us when we were leaving.
Ruth and Bernie LaJoie

Ruth LaJoie - August 09, 2021 at 12:45 PM

“

Dear Catherine,David,and family
I am so sorry to hear about your husband and father’s passing. I remember him
fondly as Candice and Teddy’s dentist. You all took such good care of him with his
Parkinson’s. My sympathies are with you for your loss.
Carol Askwith

Carol Askwith - August 08, 2021 at 08:25 AM

“

Your LiFE was a blessing, Your MEMORY a treasure , You are LOVED beyond
words and
MISSED beyond measure.
My heart is sad when I think of not seeing Dr. Kurtis again. He called me his daughter
and I was so honored to have his love. One of the most wonderful, kindest, caring
person I knew. My heart knows he is with my Don in heaven and they are having a
good time being together and having one of their talks.
RIP my friend you will be missed.
Alberta Dagnall

Alberta Dagnall - August 03, 2021 at 05:53 PM

“

What a beautiful tribute to a wonderful man. Dr. Kurtis was our dentist and treated us
with professionalism, kindness, and care. After he retired, we had the pleasure of
running into him and his lovely wife in Goetzviille at Yooperman’s. As his obituary
mentions, he always had time for a chat. He will be missed.
Bill and Nancy Skidmore

Nancy Skidmore - August 03, 2021 at 09:21 AM

